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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-37 have been examined. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected because of the following informalities: 

• On Abstract, the last 4 lines, the following has been recited, "In 
one embodiment, the information is stored in the memory, and the 
obtaining the information that is stored in the memory by processing the 
information.... " The word "the" before the word "obtaining" should be 
cancelled. 

• On page 1, line 25 and , "a system bus 104" referring to figure 1 
has been recited. However the corresponding figure 1, does not indicate 
the reference. 

• On page 19, line 19-21, a a system bus 104" referring to figure 1, 
has been recited. However, the corresponding figure 1, does not indicate 
the reference. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Drawings 

• As indicated above the disclosure contains recitations referring to 
Figure 1, in particular to "a system bus 104", the corresponding figure 1 
should have included the reference "104". 
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Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention, 

4. Claims 6.17-18.25-26.29-30 are rejected under 35U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. Claims 6,17-18,25-26,29-30 recites 
the term "substantially. It is a relative term and does not have a clear and well defined 
meaning. It has not been considered in the examination procedure. It has to be defined 
explicitly. 

5. Claims 19. 27-28 and 31 depend from the rejected claims 17 and 25 respectively, and 
include all the limitations of the respective claims, thereby rendering those dependent 
claims indefinite. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC §102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) 
a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the 
treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language 

7. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Jeong et al. 

(hereinafter referred as Jeong) (U.S. Publication No 2002/0174351 Al) 

8. As per claim 1 Jeong discloses a method for accessing a memory storage device, 

[paragraph 0034;figure 1, ref. Num "400"] (As explained on paragraph "0034", when the 
user access information stored in the hard disk shown on figure 1, ref. Num "400"] [the 
memory storage device (figure 1, ref. Num "400"] being in communication with a 
host system [figure 1, ref. Num "300"] through an adapter, [figure 1, ref. Num "100"] 
the memory storage device including a memory, [figure 1, ref. Num "400"] the 
method comprising: 

• Obtaining a key from the adapter, [Paragraph 0014] (As explained on 

paragraph 0014, the adapter includes a first bus interface, a second bus interface and a 
ROM BIOS shown on figure 1, ref. Num "200" and as also indicated on paragraph 0014, 
the ROM BIOS stores the keys] the key being arranged to encrypt information that 
is arranged to be stored in the memory, the key further being arranged to decrypt 
the encrypted information, wherein the key is stored on the adapter; and 
processing the information using the key. [Paragraph 0034 and paragraph 0035] (As 
indicated on paragraph 0034 and 0035, using the keys or after obtaining the keys 
which are stored in the ROM BIOS which is part of the adapter the information is both 
encrypted / decrypted.) 
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9. As per claim 13 Jeong discloses a system comprising: a memory storage device 

the memory storage device including a memory [figure 1, ref. Num 400]; and 

• An adapter, the adapter being arranged to interface with the 

memory storage device, [figure 1, ref. Num "100"] (the adapter shown on figure 1, 
ref. Num "100* is interfaced to the memory storage device as shown on figure 1, ref. 
Num "400* through the IDE bus as shown on figure 1, ref. Num *20") wherein the 
adapter is arranged to store a key that is associated with the memory storage 
device. [Paragraph 0014;paragraph 0034 & 0035] (As explained on paragraph 0014, 
the adapter includes a first bus interface, a second bus interface and a ROM BIOS 
shown on figure 1, ref. Num "200" and as also indicated on paragraph 0014, the ROM 
BIOS stores the keys that is associated with the memory device as indicated on 
paragraph 0034 and paragraph 0035. Using the keys which are stored in the ROM 
BIOS which is part of the adapter the information from/to the hard disk shown on 
figure 1, ref. Num "400" is either encrypted/ decrypted as necessary. The keys are 
associated to the memory device since the these keys are used to encrypt information 
which is to be stored in the hard disk and also to decrypt information stored in the hard 
disk as the user is requesting information from the hard disk.) 

10. As per claims 2-3 and 21 Jeong discloses a method/ system as applied to claims 
above. Furthermore Jeong discloses the method/ system wherein, the information is 
stored in the memory, and the method further includes: obtaining the information that 
is stored in the memory, wherein processing the information using the key includes 
decrypting the information using the key. [Paragraph 0014;paragraph 0034 & 0035] 

11. As per claims 4 and 20 Jeong discloses a method/system as applied to claims 
above. Furthermore Jones discloses the method/ system, further including: storing the 
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encrypted information in the memory, [paragraph 0035] ( As explained on paragraph 0035, 
the enciphered information is stored in the hard disk memory shown on figure 1, ref. Num 400) 

12. As per claims 5-9 and 16-19 Jeong discloses a method /system as applied to 
claims above* Furthermore Jeong discloses the method/ system, wherein obtaining the 
key from the adapter includes: providing a first password to the adapter; determining 
when the first password is valid; and decoding contents associated with the adapter 
using the first password when it is determined that the first password is valid, wherein 
the contents include the key. [Paragraph 0038-0052 ; paragraph 0014;paragraph 0034 & 



13. As per claims 10-11 and 22-23 Jeong discloses a method/ system as applied to 
claims above. Furthermore Jeong discloses the method/ system, wherein the memory 
storage device is a memory card that includes a non-volatile memory, [figure 1, ref. Num 
"400"] (hard disk shown on figure 1, ref. Num "400" is a non-volatile memory and meets the 
recitation of the limitation of the storage device since A hard disk, which stores the user's files 
and programs keeps data even if the computer is turned off) 

14. As per claims 1% and %4 Jeong discloses a method/system as applied to claims 
above. Furthermore Jeong discloses the method/ system, wherein the adapter is one of a 



Universal Serial Bus (USB) reader and a Personal Computer Memory Card International 
Association (PCMCIA) adapter. [Figure 1, ref. Num "100"] 

15. As per claims 14 Jeong discloses a method/system as applied to claims above. 
Furthermore Jeong discloses the method/system, wherein the host, the host being in 
communication with the adapter such that the host may communicate with the memory 
storage device through the adapter. [Paragraph 0034 and figure 1] 



0035] 
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16. As per claims 15 Jeong discloses a method /system as applied to claims above* 
Furthermore Jeong discloses the method /system, wherein the host includes: means for 
accessing the key. [Paragraph 0014] 

17. are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Santon et al. 
(hereinafter referred as Santon) (U.S. Patent No 5,058,162) 

18. As per claim 25 Santon discloses a reader comprising : [Abstract] (providing a 
recipients with media reading device) 

• A receptacle, the receptacle being arranged to receive a memory card; an 
interface, the interface being arranged to enable the reader to communicate with a host; 
and [column 7, lines 20-26; column 3, lines 11-19; and column 2, lines 56-57 and column 
5, lines 9-13 & lines 25-26 and figure lJ[Reader/reading device as disclosed on column 3, 
lines 1 1-19 and column 2, lines 56-57, inherently includes a receptacle which enables memory 
medium/ media shown on figure 1, ref. Num "10" and figure 2, which are distributed to the 
users as indicated on column 1, lines 11-14 and column 5, lines 9-13 to communicably 
interface with reader such that reader shown on figure 1, ref. Num *100 w as explained on 
column 5, lines 25-26 enable communications to be made between memory media shown on 
figure 1, ref. Num "10" and a host computer shown on figure 1, ref. Num *200"]. This feature is 
also described on column 7, lines 20-22] 

• The area being arranged to store contents, wherein the contents are 
password-protected. [Column 2, lines 38-51; column 8, lines 52-64 and figure 7b] 

19. As per claim 26 Santon discloses a reader as applied to claim above. Furthermore, 
Santon discloses the reader wherein the contents include a key, the key being arranged 
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to enable information to be written to or s read from the memory card, [Column 3, lines 
14-15] 

20. As per claim %7 Santon discloses a reader as applied to claim above. Furthermore, 
Santon discloses the reader further including: a password processing arrangement, the 
password processing arrangement being arranged to receive a password through the 
interface, wherein the contents are arranged to be retrieved from the area through the 
interface by the host when the received password is appropriate* [Column 2, lines 38-51; 
column 2, lines 62-column 3, lines 3] 

2 1 . As per claim 28 Santon discloses a reader as applied to claim above* Furthermore, 
Santon discloses the reader wherein the password processing arrangement is arranged to 
determine whether the received password is appropriate. [Column 2, lines 64] 

22. As per claim 29-31 Santon discloses a reader as applied to claim above. 
Furthermore, Santon discloses the reader wherein the password processing arrangement 
is arranged to decode the contents when it is determined that the received password is 
appropriate before the contents are retrieved through the interface by the host. [Column 
2, lines 62-column 3, lines 3] 

23. As per claim 32-37 Santon discloses a method for accessing protected contents on 
a reader, the reader being in communication with a host, wherein the reader is arranged 
to receive a memory card, [Column 3, lines 4-19, column 7, lines 20-26; column 3, lines 1 1- 
19; and column 2, lines 56-57 and column 5, lines 9-13 & lines 25-26 and figure l][Protected 
contents which are stored being encrypted on the medium is being accessed on a reader device 
as explained on column 3, lines 4-19 and the Reader/ reading device as disclosed on column 3, 
lines 1 1-19 and column 2, lines 56-57, inherently includes a receptacle which enables memory 
medium/media shown on figure 1, ref. Num "10" and figure 2, which are distributed to the 
users as indicated on column 1, lines 1 1-14 and column 5, lines 9-13 to communicably 
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interface with reader such that reader shown on figure 1, ref. Num "100" as explained on 
column 5, lines 25-26 enable communications to be made between memory media shown on 
figure 1, ref. Num "10" and a host computer shown on figure 1, ref. Num "200". This feature is 
also described on column 7, lines 20-22], the method comprising: 

• Determining when functionality associated with supporting the protected 

contents is enabled on the reader; [Column 2, lines 38-51 and column 2, lines 62-68] (As 
explained on the dependent claim 37 determining when the functionality associated with 
supporting the protected contents is enabled includes: providing a password to the reader and 
this is disclosed on column 2, lines 38-51 and also column 2, lines 62-68] and 

• Accessing a section of the reader that is arranged to store protected contents 

when it is determined that the functionality associated with supporting the protected 
contents is enabled, [column 3, lines 1-3 and column 3, lines 6-19 and column 2, lines 
62-column 3, line 19] (As explained on dependent claims 33-36, accessing a section of 
the reader that is arranged to store protected contents includes: encrypting a data stream; 
providing the encrypted data stream to the reader; and writing the encrypted data stream into 
the section, reading data from the section of the reader and decrypting the data read from the 
section of the reader and all of these are disclosed on column 3, lines 4-19 and column 2, lines 
62-column 3, lines 19] 

24. Claims 1 -37 are also rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Jones et 
al. (hereinafter referred as Jones) (U.S. Patent No 5,623,637) 

25. As per claim 1-12 Jones discloses a method for accessing a memory storage 
device, [column 2, lines 3-4] (It is a further object of the present invention to provide a 
secure data storage device which may, at the option of the user, selectively limit access 
to all or part of the stored data using one or more passwords) the memory storage 
device [figure 2, ref. Num "150"] being in communication with a host system [figure 
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2, ref. Num "110"] through an adapter, [figure 2, ref. Num a 250*] the memory storage 
device including a memory, [figure 2, ref. Num "150"] the method comprising: 

• Obtaining a key from the adapter, the key being arranged to encrypt 
information that is arranged to be stored in the memory, the key further being 
arranged to decrypt the encrypted information, wherein the key is stored on the 
adapter; and processing the information using the key. [Abstract; column 6, lines 5- 
16] (As explained on the abstract and column 6, lines 5-16., the key value is stored on 
the smartcard/ adapter and obtained /fetched form the EFPROM "257" and the key is 
used to encrypt/ decrypt information that is to be stored in the memory shown on figure 
2, ref. Num a 15(T] 

26. As per claim 13-37 Jones discloses a system comprising: a memory storage 
device the memory storage device including a memory [figure 2, ref. Num "150"]; and 

• An adapter, the adapter being arranged to interface with the 
memory storage device, [figure 2, ref. Num "250"] wherein the adapter is 
arranged to store a key that is associated with the memory storage device. 

[Abstract; column 6, lines 5-16] (As explained on the abstract and column 6, lines 5- 
16., the key value is stored on the smartcard/ adapter and obtained/ fetched form the 
EFPROM "257" and the key is used to encrypt/ decrypt information that is to be stored 
in the memory shown on figure 2, ref. Num "150"] 

Conclusion 

27. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure.(See PTO-Form 892). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Samson B Lemma whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3806. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:00 am— 4: 30 pm). 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, BARRON JR GILBERTO can be reached on 571-272-3799. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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